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Easy one-stop access to  
rare historical records…

The corporate annual reports of the past are a rich source of information 
for scholars in business, economics, and history, yet they’re seldom used.
The problem?  Finding them. Retrospective reports are scattered around 
the country on film, fiche, and tattered paper. Aggregating and digitizing
them is a daunting task.

ProQuest did it. We’ve gathered, digitized, and indexed these vital 
business records for seamless access via Historical Annual Reports:
America’s Corporate Foundation. This new database delivers over 150 
years of reports from more than 800 leading North American companies.



…thousands of reports,
hundreds of companies



This vast collection is delivered in a state-of-the-art form—digitized,
searchable copies of the original reports. What you see is exactly
what readers saw when the report was first issued.

Not only can you view the entire collection, you can put ProQuest’s 
award-winning tools to work as you explore and find data. Novices
and experts alike will find it easy to trace corporate histories across
time.

Historical Annual Reports: America’s Corporate Foundation will 
ultimately deliver:

• 42,000 reports from 1844 onward, representing over 800 
leading North American companies

• Over 1 million fully searchable page images
• A company lineage timeline that tracks acquisitions, name 

changes, etc.
• Additional reports and companies, added regularly

All reports come from trusted sources—the ProQuest/UMI® vault,
Purdue and other leading universities, and private providers.

Yesterday’s corporate history, 
today’s leading technology



HISTORICAL ANNUAL REPORTS AT PURDUE

“Invaluable to Historians Today”
By digitizing these annual reports, ProQuest has given researchers a firsthand look at the evolution of 
the American business world over the past 100 years. The reports provide financial details, of course, 
but they’re just as valuable for the image they present of the company at a given point in history. The
president’s letter in the front of each one shows how the company wanted stockholders to understand 
its position and plans for the future, while the look and feel of the report provides a picture of the 
company just as important as the financial data. And the flexible interface makes it easy for researchers
to trace the social and economic issues of the times as well.

Judith M. Nixon
Humanities, Social Science & Education Head Library, Purdue University



the coca-cola company
85 years of annual reports



full page images, 
fully searchable text

Each annual report is displayed from cover to cover in full 
page image. The high resolution images are made from the
best available copies—either the original reports or our 
microform masters, digitized with the same expertise that’s
made us a leader in the field.

Every word of the text is fully searchable, an invaluable aid 
in tracing companies, products, developments, financial 
data, statistics, and corporate self-images across time.

Quality indexing for easy searching Each annual 
report is indexed to the same high standard as ABI/INFORM®,
the ProQuest business database used around the world. 
With over 35 searchable fields, ABI/INFORM is known every-
where as the foremost business index.

We also added some enhanced indexing specific to 
Historical Annual Reports. Among the new fields are:

• Related companies • Auditor
• Fortune 500 rank • Revenue
• Earnings • Assets
• Cash

Historical Annual Reports uses the award-winning 
ProQuest interface, which makes research easy for 
novices and experts alike:

• “My Research” records the user’s marked documents, 
searches, and more for emailing or saving as a webpage

• “More like this” displays related information on the 
same topic

• Hit-term highlighting helps users go straight to the 
relevant section

• The Browse function lets users browse through 
reports by year, company name, or industry



With features like these, it’s easy to find the right
reports and explore new areas of research.

How to complement your current ProQuest
content Your researchers get an unbeatable 
combination of resources when you combine this 
vital archive with your existing business content.

Historical Annual Reports nicely complements
ABI/INFORM and ProQuest Research Library™. 
It’s fully cross-searchable with ProQuest Historical
Newspapers™ , such as The Wall Street Journal,
and American Periodicals Series Online.



If your library has separate funds for one-time purchases, what better choice than Historical
Annual Reports? This unique database is yours to keep, with only an annual access fee after
the first year. This nominal fee covers new content plus indexing and abstracting, as 
well as platform maintenance.

To learn more, call your ProQuest representative at 800-521-0600 or 734-761-4700, ext. 3344;
email pqsales@il.proquest.com; or visit our website, www.il.proquest.com.

the one-time purchase 
that helps your bottom line



Leading companies,
year after year…

New England Mutual Life (161 years)

Penn Railroad (158 years)

Uniroyal (102 years)

Ford Motor Company (93 years)

General Electric (112 years)

International Paper (105 years)

US Steel (104 years)

Nabisco (107 years)

Quaker Oats (103 years)

Coca-Cola (85 years)

Texaco (102 years)

Sears, Roebuck and company (98 years)

Plus hundreds of other companies
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